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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: Today's date is January 
the 2nd, 2002. The time is now 8:25 p.m. and this is 
Lieutenant Chiafari of the Safety Command of the Fire 
Department of New York City. I am conducting an 
interview with the following individual, Gerard Gorman 
of Engine Company No. 5, regarding the events of 
September the 11th, 2001. 

Q. Would you please state your name and the unit 
you were assigned to and position for that day? 

A. Gerard Gorman, Engine 5, control man. 

Q. Can you tell us the events of September the 
11th? 

A. I came in and relieved one of the two details 
from 6 Engine. The other guy, he made it out, and the 
other guy, John from 20 Truck, John Burnside from 20 
Truck, he was relieved by Manny, who didn't make it 
out. 

Q. When you say relieved, he had worked here the 
night before; is that what you're saying? 

Yes. 
So this is prior to -- 
This is like 8:15 or something. 


Okay. This is before the alarm had come in? 


Soe ae Oa ee 


Right. He got relieved by him. Burnside, 
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then went to 20 Truck and relieved somebody there, and 
we'll get back to this later, but the guy who helped 
lead me out was the guy that Burnside relieved. So it 
was like, I guess, an ironic twist you could say. 
Anyway, so we relieved these guys, and then around 8:30 
a box came in that sounded like a phone alarm came in 
for 19th Street and Irving, and that's a nice area, you 
never get a phone alarm from there, so we thought it 
was a good box. 

We got on our rig. We were second due. 14 
Engine was first. We were second. Ladder 3, I don't 
know who the second truck would be on there. 7 maybe. 
I don't know. And it was really nothing. We barely 
got off the rig and then we were just checking hydrants 
and stuff. Then the officer yelled there was a 1060, 
we tried to make ourselves 10-8 real quick. 1060 just 
came that a plane crashed into the Trade Center. 

So we backed the rig up. We started down 
Irving. I remember looking up. We were walking 
towards P.C. Richards. At P.C. Richards I was trying 
to see on -- they had all these TVs in P.C. Richards 
and I was trying to see if they had it on TV already 
and they didn't. There was an interview on the Today 


Show. 
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We made the right turn on 14th Street. Then 
when we get down like Broadway and 5th Avenue, you can 
see the Trade Center, you can see the plane hit. Asa 
matter of fact -- 

Q. What do you mean, you could see the plane 
hit? 

A. You could see the aftermath of the first 
plane hitting. 

Q. Oh, the aftermath. Okay. 

A. As a matter of fact, Derek Brogan, who was 
with us, had said that plane was flying low when we 
were on 19 and Irving before it hit. He said, gee, 
that's the plane that hit it. I didn't notice it, but 
he did. 

Anyway, so the box came in. We went. We 
were yelling at the chauffeur not to go down Broadway, 
to go down West Street, it would be faster. We went 
down West Street and we could see it in the raw. 
Pretty much in the rig you could just see fire from the 
skin. You could see the skin cut like in an angle, and 
I remember, we didn't know it was an airliner and I 
thought maybe it was an executive jet or something. I 
knew it was bigger than a Cessna, you know, a private 


plane, but I didn't think it was that big. You could 
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see about eight or ten stories cut in an angle. I 
remember saying, well, the good news is it's vented, 
you know, dopey fireman thing, and I remember just 
saying in the rig, I remember talking to Manny in front 
of me and saying just stay together, stay together, 
stay together. I was going to say it so often. 

Then we got down there towards West Street. 
It was funny watching the people as you go down West 
Street watching it and stuff. So we go down West 
Street. We got off a block north of Vesey Street and 
we all got out of the rig. Our chauffeur came with us, 
too. We all got dressed up. Everybody was taking 
extra cylinders. I was control, so I got the irons and 
the control bag. Manny took the oxygen, which he took 
a little longer, but it was a good idea. 

So we went in and we rushed in -- 

Q. You had a radio, of course, right? 

A. I had a radio. I had control radio. So we 
rushed in to the lobby and pretty much pretty quick the 
guy, Gregg Atlas, who didn't make it out, from 10 
Engine, came over to us and said to us, 5 Engine, 
you're going up to the fire. Just put water on the 
fire. 


Somewhere along the line I heard the elevator 
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drop. He said, oh, shit, and just right after he said 
that, you heard a huge explosion, and I looked to my 
right and I could see the reflection, just the whole 
Financial Center, a reflection of flames just turn 
orange, basically, because it's all glass, you know, 
turn orange and you saw it. 

Then we just start marching up the stairs. I 
don't know which staircase it was, B or C. I don't 
remember. It was around and we had to walk around an 
elevator shaft sort of. But we were with 10 Engine. 

10 Engine was ahead. I think their officer got ahead 
of us because it was like trying to get into the subway 
train on rush hour, you know, because there's two 
people coming out of the door at a time and it was 
overly full and we're trying to rush our way in, and he 
might have got ahead of us. He got a good head start. 
We all had a hard time getting in to the stairwell and 
we were yelling to people as we were going in there, as 
we finally got in, everybody stay to your right, 
everybody stay to your right. We got in and we started 
marching up. That's the last time I saw Manny. I 
never saw him again. Because he was behind me, I 
think. I'm pretty sure. 


So we start marching up and about the 4th 


G. GORMAN 


floor, 5th floor, one burn victim came down. I think 
she said the 60th something floor. I don't know. I 
think I heard that. I'm not sure. I don't think 
that's possible, but I can't be sure. 

Q. Sixty? 

A. Something floor. 

Q. Sixtieth floor possibly? 

A. It could have been possibly with the 
elevator. I don't know. 

Q. You saw this person and you were on what; you 
were still on the lower floors? 

A. Yes. 4th, 5th, 6th, something. Before we 
took a break. We took a break early at around the 8th, 
10th floor. See, the problem with taking breaks was 
every fourth or fifth floor was the only entry point, 
and you've got to realize, we've got the key for every 
door, basically, the Halligan, but to take the time to 
force a door, we stopped the whole line of people 
behind you. So we just waited until we opened a door 
and go. I think we stopped at the 8th floor. 

See, at that time somebody yelled, get oxygen 
for that lady. She was walking down. She was a burn 
victim. Her skin was peeling and stuff and she -- I 


think I seen a picture of her later in one of these 
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photo galleries. I can't be sure. A lady maybe in her 
forties or something. We think that Manny gave her 
oxygen because he had the oxygen with him and that he 
had helped. He got delayed back. 

So we're marching up. I didn't know whether 
he did that. I don't know if he was two guys behind me 
or one guy behind me. I don't even remember. I wish I 
did. 

Q. So really that's the last you ever had any 
contact with him? 

A. Right. 

Q. But he didn't notify anybody or say anything 
like I'm going to -- 

A. We never heard him. 

Q. In other words, he wasn't like right directly 
behind you where he turned around and said that -- 

A. See, we weren't because when we had to get 
into that stairway, we were just like a mass of 
humanity. It wasn't like you could get in one, one, 
one, one. It's like the subway, you know, one person 
get in with 20 people behind you. Like I said, the 
officer from 10 was way ahead. That's what I think 
happened to him. 


So we got on the 8th floor and we took a 
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blow. We were looking out the stairway for Manny, but 
you can only open the door so much. The doors open in 
and they were only going two across the stairs. The 
doors had nowhere to go other than against that wall, 
and any time you opened a door, we stopped the line. 
Now, if we're stopping the line from way down there, 
can you imagine what it was on the 90th floor just 
below the hit and everybody's trying to rush out and 
they're fucking opening doors? Every time you opened a 
door, you stopped the line. That's like kicking me in 
the head. I bring it up to people now, these doors 
should be sliding doors in all the newer buildings. I 
know you can't do it now but... 

Q. It's after the fact. 

So actually you're walking up the stairs. 
Intermittently you're stopping. So how far are you 
walking up and about how long does it take you to go 
up? 

A. See, I only know that by the time we get to 
the 24th floor, that's when the first building 
collapsed, the south tower. 

Q. Is that had highest point you remember 
getting to is the 24th floor? 


A. Twenty-third or fourth. I'm not sure. 
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Q. Okay. And that was around the same time of 
the first -- 
A. I can tell you who was in that office. It 


was Blue Cross/Blue Shield. 

Q. The same floor as Blue Cross/Blue Shield; is 
that what you're saying? 

A. That was the 18th floor for sure, the 19th 
floor. I'm not sure what was on the 24th floor. 
Anyway -- 

Q. So, in other words, you wound up stopping at 
that point, then, to the 24th? 

A. Yes. We stopped a couple times. 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. We stopped. 10 we stopped and like 13th, 
14th, 15th floor. Then around the 18th floor the guy 
Derek was saying he had chest pains, our guy. He had 
chest pains and we went to check him out. We got 
water. I remember cops opened up the water, you know, 
the machines and stuff. 

On that floor, on the 18th floor, there was 
already a lady, a black lady, she had air froma 
respirator which was on the floor. She was being 
attended to and I was now looking for a respirator for 


Derek because Manny had gone. We thought Manny was 


11 
G. GORMAN 


with that burn victim, maybe out of the building 
helping her or I don't know. I didn't know. We didn't 
know. So we went to help her. We were helping Derek. 

In the meantime, I'm trying to find the rest 
of the guys of 10 Engine and our officer. We're trying 
to find them. We were supposed to be together because 
that whole time we're thinking we're still going up 
there to put the fire out. Later on we're hearing, 
now, after the fact, that people were saying there was 
an evacuation when that plane hit, the second plane 
hit, from the get-go. We didn't know. Because we're 
trying to call down to say that we had a firefighter 
down. At this time there were a lot of Maydays, a lot 
of Maydays going on for firemen with chest pains, a 
shitload of them. 

Q. You mean that you were aware of; you heard a 
lot of Maydays? 

A. Yes. You were like at that point, because 
you had your hands full yourself. You couldn't help. 
So I'm trying to get oxygen for our guy, but when we 
were looking around, I ran into the guys at 1 Truck at 
that point and we started forcing doors. We were 
looking for fucking oxygen for Derek. We didn't find 


any. So then I tried to call up by the fire phone, you 
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know, the red phone, call down. There was no answer. 

Q. The fire warden's phone? 

A. Yes. We tried the fire warden's phone to 
call down to the lobby command post. Nobody picked 
up. Nothing. Dead. It seemed like it was dead. I 
mean, we still had electricity and stuff, we still had 
running water. 

Q. The lights were still working up there? 

A. Yes. Because I remember taking a coffee pot 
and just throwing water over our heads like that. So 
we had water. There was water working in those pipes. 
We don't know if the standpipes worked. But I would 
have loved to have tested the standpipes, but it was 


too crowded in that stairwell to do it. 


Q. You never knew. 

A. I mean, we're trying to go two floors below. 
Q. Of course. 

A. It would be nice to know but.... 

Q. So you were attending to -- 


A. Derek. So, finally, we probably get toa 
land line, I called 911 and I said there's a fireman 
down. That was definitely the Blue Cross office. I 
went into a cubicle. 


Q. You used a telephone? 
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A. Yes. I walked into the cubicle and called. 
Q. You got a 911 operator? 
A. Yes. Or did I call the dispatcher? You 


know, I don't even remember. 


Q. You identified yourself as -- 
A. A fireman in the building. It was either the 
fire dispatcher or -- I might have just called the fire 


dispatcher. I don't remember, obviously. 

Q. In other words, you don't know if you called 
on the 261 number or the 911 number? 

A. Yes. I don't remember. I think I probably 
called 261. I'm sure it would be on tape if you still 
got it, you know, tell them we had a firefighter down. 
Then we tried to make our way up again. We made a 
push. He said I feel all right, dah-dah-dah, then he 
felt bad again. Then a couple Port Authority cops came 
up with oxygen, and as we were administering the air, 
we ran into a couple of guys in 9 truck who were having 
problems themselves. 

Meanwhile, somewhere in this whole picture, I 
was trying to find a Chief -- now I'm going back and 
forth because things are popping in my head. But like 
on the 18th floor, after we called the dispatcher or 


whatever I did, I remember telling -- I was trying to 
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find -- like I only found a Captain and I said, is 
there any way we can tell the people down below to drop 
their roll-ups, to drop their weight, basically. We're 
hauling up there, but we're going to be in no shape to 
do anything. 

Q. No. It was just like just get the manpower 
up there. 

A. Yeah, get the manpower. We'll bring the 
hoses. We got the hoses this far, so let's get the 
guys behind us to drop their roll-ups because it's 
fucking -- you know, I'm not thinking there's 20 
fucking floors higher either. My sense is we've got to 
hit the first fire we see and that's it. I remember 
doing that. I don't remember who I told it to. I 
remember the guy had a mustache, but I didn't see his 
picture or anything. I think he's a Captain 
somewhere. 

There was something else that I wanted to 
say. We marched up to the 23rd, 24th floor, like I 
said, and the Port Authority cops came and they gave 
Derek oxygen, and somewhere during this thing there was 
a huge rumbling and we were about to mount up there -- 
oh, I know what I wanted to say. 


On the 18th floor, when I ran back into the 
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guys at 10 Engine and they were resting and they were 
throwing water on themselves and trying to cool off and 
we were doing the same thing, I asked them where their 
officer was. They didn't know. So they called him on 
the radio, Gregg Atlas, and they said to him, 10, 10, 
backup, or 10 control to 10, whoever the control kid 
was, and they found him. He was on the 43rd or 46th 
floor. So he was 23 floors ahead of us. But right 
there, when he got the initial break-in to that 
stairwell, that was like enough where he probably had a 


clear path, you know, he's a little lighter so he went 


faster. 
Q. He made it that much faster than you guys? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Plus he's not carrying any additional 
weight. 


A. So I wanted to bring that up. I'm sure they 
do, too. They did. They're now being interviewed. 
But he was 23 floors ahead of us at the time. Well, it 
was on the 18th floor when we made that call. 

Q. So you recall him mentioning that he was -- 

A. I was next to the guy when he called. 

Q. He actually called on the radio? 


A. Yes. 


16 
G. GORMAN 


Q. And he actually made contact with him; he 
said he's on the 40-something floor? 

Ais 43rd or 46th floor. We said, oh, shit, he's 
way ahead of us. But he never asked us where we were. 
He must have had his hands full, too. 

Q. I'm surprised you were able to get through 
that many floors on the radio. 

A. Yes. We didn't think of that. We fucking 
didn't think of that shit. I mean, you're hearing 
Maydays like crazy. 

So now I get back to we're on the 23rd, 24th 
floor, we're drinking water, we're getting loaded up 
again to go back up, we're taking our roll-ups again 
because we didn't hear nothing about no this is an 
evacuation. We still don't know, of course, and we're 
trying to stay together with 10. We're like making 
more and more of an effort to stay together because 
it's very hard. 

Then it was like a fucking rumbling. It was 
like an earthquake. It was like worse and worse. All 
the windows blew in. It got real dark. 

Q. The floor you were on, the windows blew in? 

A. Yes. I think so. 


Q. Wow. So, in other words, they gave way? 
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A. I think. I think. I remember diving into 
the core of the building by the elevators. I fucking 
forgot my mask, dove in, just diving. It was like an 
earthquake. It was shaking and then the lights went 
out and it got shitty in there. We all made it back in 
the stairway, all got out -- I mean, our officer, 
Lieutenant Bohack, said that's it, we're going out. 
That's it, we're out of here. He made the call. I 
don't know if he heard it on the radio or not. I 
didn't hear it. He said, we're getting out of here. I 
found my mask. Actually, Eddie Mecner gave it to me. 
He was the chauffeur who came up with us. We started 
our way down and there were still civilians coming down 
but less, not as thick. 

Q. There were still people coming? 

A. Yes. But they weren't like from offices. 
Some of them looked like custodians and stuff of some 
sort, and I started sharing my mask with them going 
down the stairs. We just turned the regular air on 
because at first, the first guy put it on didn't take a 
breath, so I just turned the thing on and give it to 
him. Every time we hit a landing, I gave him a quick 
hit, a couple, three, four people, I gave them quick 


hits on the way down. It was dark. You could only see 
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the reflector lights. My flashlight died. It always 
dies when you need it. 

We start our way down. We start our way down 
and the rest of the company had switched stairs at some 
point and I didn't know that because I was lagging 
behind with those civilians, I guess. I didn't hear 
them switch and I kept going down the same staircase. 

I don't know if it was A, B, C. 

Q. What did they switch? 

A. They switched staircases. 

Q. They switched staircases? 

A. Somebody told one of the guys like on the 
fourth floor that it was locked and you can't get out, 
so they switched. But I didn't know that. I guess he 
had bad information or maybe I did switch and didn't 
even know. I don't even remember. 

So I kept on going down and then I hit the 
bottom of the staircase where there's like some sort of 
a custodian locker area, and there were two guys from 
20 Truck there that were leading the people out. I 
forget the name of the black guy and some guy -- the 
guy I told you that Burnside relieved, that guy. I 
forgot his name now. I know the faces in my head. 


So they led us out and we actually went 
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through this custodian area, the lockers and stuff like 
that, and we ended up not on the lobby level but the 
level above, like that mezzanine level. We ended up 
there and there were doors going out into that -- not 
the concourse level, I guess, that's the lower level, 
but the outside level, the park area level on Vesey 
Street. Remember where they used to have the concerts 


and that globe thing and the fountains? 


Q. This is outdoors now? 

A. No, I'm not outdoors yet, but that's where it 
led to. 

Q. That's where it leads to? 


A Right. 

Q. Because you're actually like -- 

A In the lobby but on the mezzanine. 

Q. So from that stairway you were coming down, 
you actually wound up in the custodial locker area? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Not directly into it but -- 

A. Yes. We went right by it. We went right in 
it. I walked right through it. 

Q. Really? 

A. There were lockers. I think it was a 


custodial locker area. I think. Then I got there and 
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there was a cop at the door, but he was off duty. I 
remember talking with him later. He was putting his 
retirement papers in or vacation papers in or something 
like that. I can't remember. 

There was a guy, he was in one of the smaller 
buildings, 4 or 5 World Trade Center, he's under the 
overhang of that and he was looking up, and he was 
looking up because bodies were jumping and he was 
giving us the go, okay, when to let people out to go, 
and at that point we started letting the civilians out 
and they ran. They got led out. There was a guy, he 
was a lookout, and he looked out and, I mean, this is 
like -- it must have took 15 minutes to get down those 
stairs, I guess. Maybe. I don't know. I have no idea 
how long I was out there. 

A Chief came over to me and ordered me to 
help, you know, help them get back. All right. He was 
a black guy and I've never seen him before. I have no 
idea who the hell he is. I still don't know. So he 
ordered us to stay there and help. So I was helping, 
we were letting people out, they were coming down and 
coming down, and it was not a steady stream, but it was 
like three here, three there, like three then a minute 


break. I remember looking down the lobby and seeing 
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like companies coming in and coming out. I could see 


them marching through the lobbies. I didn't know who 


they were. 
Then it was the last batch. We were -- 
Q. So you're observing this from an upper level? 
A. Yes. But you could see. I just saw them 


marching by like briefly. I don't remember anybody I 
know and stuff like that. 

Q. Approximately what time do you think this is? 

A. This is ten minutes before the collapse. And 
nobody, you know, like nobody -- at that point I did 
not know the first building collapsed still. Didn't 
know. We thought it was a missile attack or something 
like that. We thought we were under attack. They 
didn't have any idea that this building could 
collapse. I didn't hear nothing. As a matter of fact, 
the radio traffic I heard after the first building 
collapsed, I remember distinctively somebody yelling 
looking for Chief Barbera, yelling for Chief Barbera, 
where are you, something like that. I heard a Mayday 
for a fireman down. I thought I heard Ladder 3 give a 
Mayday, either it was for a fireman with chest pains or 
maybe the collapse. I'm not sure. It could be 


something I heard about now and I'm still thinking in 
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my memory, you know? I don't know. Anyway, I didn't 
Know that first building collapsed. 

Q. You didn't know. 

A. No. Didn't hear no evacuation, didn't hear 
nothing over the PA system. So the Chief told us stay, 
and then there was a guy, some Port Authority emergency 
service cops, an ESU cop, and a guy from Squad 18, Pat 
Kelly, they had just brought a heart attack victim down 
on a chair, a heavy guy, and had a hard time carrying 
him through, and he was the last guy that they got 
out. So they had a hard time with all the debris 
down. They were rolling him, you know, once they got 
him down on the lobby. But once they got outside the 
doors and they had the go-ahead, they had a hard time 
getting him through the debris because they couldn't 
roll him all the way and they had to pick him up and 
stuff like that. 

Then me and the other guy, we looked and 
there was nobody else coming. For some reason we 
decided to leave. I don't know why. We leave. I 
remember seeing as I got to the overhang on the other 
end of the smaller buildings and -- 

Q. This is now you're exiting the building? 


A. Exiting the building. 
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Q. Do you remember what exit, what door it led 
out to? 
A. That was the lobby on whatever area that -- 


what kind of area was that? I'll tell you what it led 
to. 

Q. Does it go directly out to West Street? 

A. No. It goes to Vesey Street. On Vesey 
Street there's a staircase and escalators. That's 
where it led to. So on the overhang I remember seeing 
a frigging Bomb Squad cop and I asked him, what the 
hell blew up? He goes, I don't know. Oh, shit. 
Fucking he don't know. 

So I ended up going down there, and then 

between the two small buildings there's an opening, a 
space, and then I heard rumbling again right as I was 
in that space, me and the Port Authority cops, the ESU 
cop, the Bomb Squad cop, I guess, we heard the rumble. 
We all ducked into the overhang of, I guess, 5 World 
Trade Center, where the staircase was. We ducked in 
there and everything got dark. I mean, it was like a 
rumble and it was like another earthquake again. I 
just dove into by the window between two metal bars, 
got down like that. I had my mask. I should have put 


my mask on at that point. I didn't think of it. 
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Q. It's still strapped to your back, your mask. 

A. Yes. But never on my face because it was a 
sunny day, clear as a bell. 

Q. But things are still on your back, though. 

A. Yes. 

Q. This is actually on Vesey? 

A That staircase is on Vesey. I got a picture 
at home of it. It's an outside staircase. 


Q. It's on the opposite side of the street of 


A No. It's on the same side. 

Q It's on the Trade Center side? 

A. Yes, with the escalators and stuff. 

Q This is where you're jumping into right now? 

A Yes. I jumped into that and all the dirt 
came in your face, it got real black and dark, couldn't 
see, and all the dirt, it was just like you had your 
mouth closed but it like forced its way in, there was 
so much pressure. I started gagging on it and then I 
started choking. I thought that was it, you know, and 
then here we go, I mean, here we go. And it stopped. 
It got quiet. It just stopped right before I was ready 
to fricking -- I mean, I was eating the crap. It got 


dark and we stayed there and I remember the cop behind 
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me goes, this is the second time it happened to me, I 
think it was a Port Authority cop, the second time it 
happened to me, and we were standing there, like we 
just waited until it lifted. 

Q. You were holed together there for a little 
while? How long were you there for? 

A. I don't know. Five minutes, ten minutes. I 
don't know. 

Q. It was still totally dark. 

A. Yes. Then it like lifted and we went down 
the stairs and kind of like you dug yourself out a 
little bit. It's not much dirt but -- 

Q. What do you mean, you went down the stairs? 
You still were not at sidewalk level at this point? 

A. No. 

Q. This is still taking place where you were 


huddled on the -- 


A. We're on top of the staircase. Top of the 
staircase. 

Q. So when everything cleared away -- 

A. We went down the stairs. 

Q. Was it accessible to move through the way you 


were going? 


A. Yes. We just walked down the stairs. 
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Q. It was cluttered with debris? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But it's not like any of the people that you 
were next to or near were trapped? 

A. No, nothing. We didn't hit a thing. Like I 
said, I didn't know that building collapsed then 
either. That never went in my head. The Trade Center, 
shit, you didn't think of it. You couldn't tell if you 
looked up. There was nothing to look up to. It was 
black. If I had looked up, I still wouldn't have seen 
it. I wouldn't have Known. 

Let's go, I know the way out, one of the cops 
said, and you came out and you were on Vesey Street and 
all you see was cars on fire all over the place. I was 
like shook up, I guess. I went down Vesey Street. We 
went down Vesey Street and I hear this guy screaming 
the ESU truck is going to blow because they were 
worried about the ammo, I guess. 

Q. Oh, really? 

A. It's going to blow, get out of here. I went 
down to is it Murray Street? It started clearing up 
around there. 

Q. This is walking on what street, West Street 


now, most likely? 
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A. No. Washington. 

Q. You were walking down Washington? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Toward Murray? 

A. Yes. No, Greenwich. It's Greenwich Street. 

Q. So you were walking north on Greenwich 
Street? 


A. You know what? I don't know about that. I 


can't tell on this map. 


Q. Okay. 

A. Murray. I ended up on Murray, going down 
Greenwich. 

Q. So you were with the cop? 


A Yes. 
Q. Anybody else from 5 Engine that was -- 
A 


No. I lost them early. I lost them. I was 


Q. And those two guys from 20 Truck? 

A. They had left beforehand. I was like the 
last guy leaving. Some guys here think I'm the last 
guy out, but I guess those guys from 6 Truck were. 

Q. Knowing how people split up at that 
particular incident, I mean, no one company remained 


intact totally. So you were with nobody from 5 Engine 
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and then nobody recognizable from any of the 
surrounding companies when it actually collapsed? 

A. As a matter of fact, going down the stairs, I 
heard my officer call me on the radio. He called me by 
name and I tried to call him back and I couldn't get 
through. I tried and I tried and I couldn't get 
through. It was just, you know, there were 500 guys. 

Q. AS you were coming down the stairs? 

A. Yes. I guess when he thought he lost me, 
which he did. So anyway, I went down Warren Street. I 
remember some black guy giving me water or something 
and there was a bar to the left going towards West 
Street and the guy is like go in here. So I went in 
there and I got like water or something to drink and 
from there I called my wife to tell her I got out. It 


was the Brady Bunch Tavern. 


Q. That you were safe and that you made it out 
of there? 
A. Yes. Because they didn't know, you know. I 


talked to her, then left there. You wouldn't believe 
that the bar was packed. There were people there in 
the bar drinking. I figured there was like three guys 
there. I don't know. 


Q. They probably didn't know what was happening 
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themselves either at that point. 

A. I didn't even look at the TV or anything like 
that. 

Q. So, unfortunately, you lost contact with 
them. Any significant things other than what we 
discussed, anything that's significant that you think 
you need to add? 

A. No. 

Q. Like people that you had seen? 

A. I saw Timmy McSweeney from 3 Truck in the 
lobby on the way up. Like I said, I saw that guy, 
Gregg Atlas. I remember that guy, Gregg Atlas. 

Q. He was also in the lobby? 

A. Atlas was the officer from 10 Engine who 
died. 

Q. That's the person that you had the last -- 


A. That's the guy who talked on the radio. 


Q. -- radio contact with him? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said he was approximately -- 

A. Twenty-three floors ahead of us. 

Q. Up on the 40th something floor, right? 

A. Yes. So he was way ahead of us. McSweeney 


was the only guy I saw from 3 Truck, but he just walked 
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by. I didn't really say nothing to him. I'm good 
friends with him. I didn't see guys who I know around 
here at 33. I remember seeing 39 Engine going past us 
at one point when we had the problem with Derek, and I 
was telling the guys, take your time, take a blow. I 
remember telling that to the kid. I think they got 
out. Somebody said to me they were trapped below 6 
Truck. I didn't know that story. There's so many it's 
ridiculous. 

Q. There's some good stories that come out of 
this also, you know, people that wound up being trapped 
for a little while and then they wound up coming out of 
it alive. 

A. I mean, we got more people out just staying 
there. Also, while I was there in the lobby, the guy 
who was looking up when the bodies were jumping, the 
bodies would jump and you'd hear a huge explosion and 
you'd see just blood spatter on the windows. It was 
like gruesome. It was bad. 

Anyway, we went down Warren Street and we ran 
into the guy we saw before, Richie Carletti. I ran 
into him. 

Q. This is later on. This is after you had left 


the bar. 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Exactly. So we know you took a rest over 
there in the bar area. 

A. Right. I was looking for my company and 
trying to make contact with them. 

Q. The lighting had died out early on, like 
after that first collapse. 

A. There was no light. 

Q. So on the way down there was no lighting in 
that stairway at all. 

A. No. Only just the reflective black paint, 
that's it. 

Q. Like you say, your flashlight went dead? 

A. Yes. Like it always does when you need it. 

So I went down Warren Street. I was glad to 
see Richie. He was going to clean me up, but he said 
he saw 5 Engine and at that time I thought Manny was 
all right. 

Q. Like you said, the last you knew of him he 
was carrying oxygen into the building in addition to 
his roll-up I would imagine? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Carrying oxygen and an extra cylinder maybe? 


A. We were all like frigging pack mules. 
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Q. Like carrying whatever you could at that 
point. 

A. It's like, in hindsight, maybe it wasn't the 
greatest idea in the world. But when we left the rig, 


we didn't know the elevator was out. 


Q. How we depend on the elevators normally. 

A. We're not designed to walk that many floors. 
Q. No? 

A. I mean, this gear is designed for five 


stories of walk-up, not 90. 

Q. Exactly. 

A. What can be designed for 90 stories of 
walk-up? There should be a policy. I mean, if we've 
got a 20-story walk-up like we had at the Waterside. 

We had the Waterside fire in April and the elevators 
went bad. We made it up there first due, so it was all 
right for us, but the companies that came behind us had 
to walk 24 stories and they're shot. 

Q. Of course. You're totally exhausted. Your 
legs start to give out at that point. 

A. Not only that. The worst part is, you keep 
on talking about the weight, but the worst part is 
you're in a frigging oven. There's nowhere for the 


heat to go. You'll never run around a block in a coat, 
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you know? 

Q. I know. Our bodies are giving off a lot of 
heat, you're working, your metabolism is working. 

A. That's why there should be like, if there is 
a huge calamity, there should be some sort of like 
every other company drop their roll-ups, like lighten 
the load or something like that, because it's just -- 
some sort of system because, you know, we do depend on 
the elevators. 

Q. True. 

A. If the elevators aren't going, we have no 
other plan. 

Q. Absolutely not. 

A. So, I mean, that's what I'm trying to bring 
up. I don't know who to talk to. 

Q. And you knew early on that the elevators were 
not -- 

A. I said, oh, shit. It maybe saved my life. 
It might have saved my life, the elevators being out. 

Q. Right. But you knew 10 Engine had said that 
we're going to have to take the stairs after you teamed 
up with them. 

A. Right. But I think it may have saved my 


life. We went up there to put a fire out, but then 
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again, who knows, if we put water on it, it would have 
done anything. You don't know. 

Q. You wouldn't have maybe know how close you 
wouldn't have gotten. I mean, all good intention, but 
you don't realize how close you would have gotten. 

A. We don't know. 

Q. All right. 

A. Also, then, when I got up on Warren Street -- 

Q. Up until that point, then, when -- 

A. I remember going on West Street, I'm hearing 
calling for 33 Engine on the radio. I thought they 
were all right. I was shocked. 

Q. This is at what point you heard them on the 
radio? 

A. I didn't hear them on the radio. I heard 
them calling for 33 Engine. I thought they answered, 


but it wasn't them, when I was on west. 


Q. This is, again, later on, after the collapse? 
A. Yes. 
Q. We're going to concentrate up until that 


point then. 
A. All right. I'm going to tell the whole 
story. 


Q. That's okay. 
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A. I ended up in the hospital twice that day. 

Q. No, that's all right. But the thing is we're 
just trying to get back to the collapse. That's all 
right. 

A. I ended up in the hospital twice, but I never 
put my name down or nothing. 

Q. You were probably in a state of shock of what 
had happened. 

A. That, too. And I felt like I wasn't that 
hurt, so I thought there'd be so many more people 


coming and I wanted to get the hell out of the way. 


Q. More serious injured. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Even though you might have been in shock and 


upset and injured. 

A. I didn't want them wasting their time. 

Q. No. You would think serious injuries are 
going to come out of this. 

A. Not enough, I guess. 

Q. All right. So we'll take this as -- unless 
there's something else really significant you want to 
put into this. 

A. Also, when I came in that morning, 


Lieutenant Paul Mitchell was here. He was relieved by 
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Bohack. He was sitting at the door. He was leaving. 
Q. He was the officer that worked the night 
before in 5 Engine? 


A. Apparently. I don't know what happened to 


him. 
Q. He was also amongst the missing people? 
A. Yes. 
Q. He was working here? 
A. Right. 
Q. He already left, though? 
A. I don't know. He was in the midst of leaving 


when we got the run. 


Q. But you had gotten that run before this whole 


A. Like 8:30, yes. So I don't know. 


Q. All right. 


= 


I'd just like to make the points like I was 
just making. 

Q. Which is good. 

A. The stairways, there weren't enough 
stairways. I don't know what the hell the papers were 
talking about, how they were big enough. They say they 
were more than big enough for regulation. To me that's 


ridiculous. 
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Q. Not with the amount of people that were in 
that building, the amount of people that were trying to 
come down. It was very tight. 

A. No. 

Q. Actually, you're going up single file -- 

A. Single file. 

Q. -- and they're coming down single file, and 
it's not continuous; you're pausing as you're going up, 
right? 

A. Yes. It's not like continuous. It's like 
slow. 

Q. And like you say, trying to open up doors, if 
anybody tried to open up the door -- 

A. You stopped the flow. That's why there 
wasn't enough stairs. Then you find out later it was 
truss construction. Like, oh, shit. I didn't know. 
See, if there is ever a plane that did that again or 
anything of that magnitude and we really can't put that 
fire out and we decide early the only thing we could do 
is facilitate the self-evacuation, and like any person 
coming down, if there's one person in the stairs, an 
old lady, a guy who is a little bit too big or 
whatever, I'm being politically correct, and they'll 


clog the whole stairs and it's not even full and it's 
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Q. He's hindering other people from coming 
down. 
A. If we somehow just take that guy and move him 


along or that lady and you just move them along 
quicker, we are saving more people up there. I mean, 
on a regular high-rise fire, that's not true. We just 
go up there, we put the fire out the best way we can. 
But if we ever have a situation like that, if we just 
get in there and help the self-evacuation as quick as 
we can, that would save more lives. 

Q. It would make more of an impact. 

A. Yes. Even though they say we did and all 
that. 

Q. There probably could have been more people 
that we could have gotten out of this thing. 

A. Yes. I mean, it's not Monday morning 
quarterbacking, it's learning from it, because it's 


just something nobody ever dealt with. 


Q. No, of course not. You're learning from 
experience. 

A. I just wish, you know, I don't know how they 
could do this in a liable -- I don't know what goes 


into this, but it would help. That's my opinion, if 
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anybody wants it. 

Q. Well, it's good to mention, right? 

A. Yes. I wanted to make sure -- I really 
didn't want to do the interview, but I wanted to make 
sure those points got out. What I see in the paper, I 
heard nothing about evacuation on the radio. Nothing. 

Q. I'll tell you, the way the building 
construction is designed to evacuate only from the 
floor where the incident is taking place down to a 
couple floors below where it is, not your entire 
building is being evacuated, I mean, you're clogging up 
the stairways to a point where people can't safely make 
it down, unless -- you know, we're talking about hours 
here. We're not talking about making it down very 
quickly. 

A. Yes. I could only imagine what happened on 
the floors below the fire, what clogging went on there. 

Q. Right. 

A. The building is on fire. You can't do 
nothing about who's already gone. 

Q. No. We have no control over the building. 

A. We should. Did you see this? You see this? 
You open this door, the people in here were stopped, 


and these guys are pushing -- 


Q. 


G. GORMAN 


Trying to make it -- 


(Interview ends abruptly. ) 
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